SAFE & SOUND

St. Patrick’s Catholic Primary School

Care, Learning and Play Policy

At Safe and Sound we are committed to meeting the individual needs of the children. The welfare of the children is central to our provision of care, learning and play. 
 The club will provide a well-planned and organised play environment that offers children rich and stimulating experiences, alongside opportunities to explore, experiment, plan and make decisions for themselves. The activities will recognise and take into account the differing ages, interests, backgrounds and abilities of the children.
Implementation of the policy

· All members of staff, including volunteers and students who look after the children are suitable to do so.

· All adults have appropriate qualifications and experiences to support the care and learning needs of the children.

· Adequate supervision is provided for students, other inexperienced staff and volunteers.

· Parents and carers are kept fully informed about the provision of childcare

· Parents and carers are fully aware of the arrangements for dropping off and collecting their children.

· A wide range of age appropriate activities and equipment are on offer for the children to choose from, and learn through first hand experiences and play.
Relationships and self-esteem

· All staff respect and value the children, we encourage staff and children to treat others with respect.

· We encourage children to choose different activities from one day to the next; we provide support and reassurance for new experiences.
· All staff communicate between school and parents/carers particularly on behaviour, routines, friendships and any other matters that may arise.

Learning about right and wrong
Children need to learn how to cope with strong feelings and what is, or is not, acceptable behaviour. We support children in managing their feelings and coping with difficult situations.

· We encourage and praise children for behaving appropriately and following Safe and Sound rules that are set in place.

· We always treat children with respect and lead by example, modelling appropriate ways to behave with others.

· We acknowledge that children have strong feelings that they may not know how to express. We help them to talk about what these feelings are and how to deal with them when a situation may arise.

· We support children in resolving conflict by talking through the effects of the behaviour on others and helping them to work out appropriate behaviour.
· When inappropriate behaviour occurs we ensure that we explain to the child that their behaviour is unacceptable and a member of staff will pass this information onto their parents/carers.

Play and learning
· We offer a wide variety of both planned and free choice activities, which provide opportunities to learn through play.
· We offer a mixture of active and quiet times throughout the childcare session.

· All children have the opportunity to play both indoor and outdoor activities.

· Throughout the year we ensure the children are given a wide range of active, real life and everyday experiences to enhance their learning about the world. These activities reflect the children’s interests.

· We encourage the children to make choices and decisions during free play. We expect them to take responsibility for the resources they are using.
· We provide the children with activities that engage them in problem solving and investigating.

· We take every opportunity to encourage children to develop their communication skills through speaking and listening.
· Children under 5 have activities that fulfil the EYFS curriculum.
Resources 

· We make resources accessible to the children, wherever possible, so that they can choose their activities independently.
· All our resources are labelled, so the children can find them easily.

· We ensure the safe use and storage of resources.
Planning

· We have planning documents for Breakfast, Afterschool and Holiday club.

· Each member of staff plans for one day each week which involves an indoor and an outdoor activity each week. The activities are evaluated and the results used to improve further activities. Children can also choose other activities if they wish.
· Activities are planned to suit Nursery and Reception children and are evaluated against the Prime Areas of Learning. Members of staff record observations of Nursery and Reception children against the new EYFS. 

· During Afterschool School Club and Holiday Club we hold special themed fun days. 

All children can put suggestions in the suggestion box (displayed on the wall near the nursery entrance) at anytime giving examples of new activities and equipment. We also ask the children what they would like to do on the next day and their ideas feed into planning.
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