ST PATRICK’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HANDBOOK

*  THE MISSION STATEMENT

At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School:
‘We arise today to learn, love and grow through Jesus.’

*  THE AIMS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Religious Education is about engaging with the deepest questions of life and finding reasons for the hope which is within them. (1 Peter 3:15).
It is about the Christian vision of the human person.  It is the core subject which is central to the life of a Catholic School.
Religious Education is the systematic study of: the mystery of God; as discovered through the Bible and particularly through the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Church, the lives of saints and the relationship between faith and life.”
Come and See, p10

At St. Patrick’s, through the Mission Statement, we aim:

1. For the children to have a closer understanding of God, by experiencing and participating in celebration, and by having opportunities to reflect upon these experiences and express their faith within an encouraging and supporting environment.
2. To educate the whole child to the very best of their capabilities, by recognising, valuing and enhancing all of their talents.
3. To encourage the children to share their talents by recognising their role as a participant and a contributor within the community.
4. To develop an awareness that their personal skills can be used independently to shape their own choices and their future.


‘Curriculum Religious Education in Catholic schools aims to:
1 Present engagingly a comprehensive content which is the basis of knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith;
2 Enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to communicate this effectively;
3 Present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching so that pupils can make a critique of the underlying trends in contemporary culture and society;
4 Raise pupils’ awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order to respect and understand them;
5 Develop the critical faculties of pupils so that they can relate their Catholic faith to daily life;
6 Stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith;
7 Enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum;
8 Bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture.’
Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools, pg.6.

“The outcome of excellent Religious Education is religiously literate and engaged young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate for their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, and to think ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life.” 
Religious Education Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools, pg.6.

* OBJECTIVES:

As a Catholic school, we are committed to classroom R.E and believe all pupils have the right to receive an overall religious education.

To achieve our aims and thereby allow children to have a closer understanding of God we will:
· Ensure effective planning and delivery of the ‘Come and See’ syllabus, recommended by the Archdiocese of Liverpool (10% curriculum time).
· Provide ample opportunities for children to use and apply their knowledge and deepen their understanding.
· Provide opportunities for children to experience and participate in celebrations, including Sacramental preparations.
· Provide children with opportunities to reflect on and express their faith through assemblies, collective worship and encouragement to respond to God’s call in everyday life within the school.
· Encourage children to express their faith.
· Educate the ‘whole child’, by developing appropriate skills and attitudes to promote a free and informed response to God’s call in everyday life.
· Encourage the children to share their skills and talents through a Catholic Religious Education, through which we hope that our young people will have the knowledge, understanding and skills appropriate to their age and ability.
· Encourage children to engage with their own and other peoples’ beliefs and values.


* THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMME

To fulfil our aims and objectives we use the ‘Come and See’ programme of Religious Education recommended by the Archdiocese of Liverpool.

“Come and See is an invitation to exploration and a promise of life for everyone.”
Come and See p9

* OVERVIEW OF CONTENT

Central to the programme are three basic human questions and three Christian beliefs that are the Church’s response in faith.
Where do I come from?       Life <> Creation
Who am I?      Dignity <> Incarnation
Why am I here?       Purpose <> Redemption

In come and See, these big questions are considered in the light of the Scriptures and Tradition of the Church as expressed in the documents of the Second Vatican Council and The Catechism of the Catholic Church.

The programme is developed through three themes which are gradually explored each time at greater depths (Church, Sacrament, Christian living).  The basic question / belief for each season is explored through these three themes.

Community of faith <> Church
Celebration in ritual <> Sacraments
Way of life <> Christian Living

Community of faith <> Church themes:
The Church themes occur in each season and each theme gradually builds on the understanding of the previous theme.

Autumn              Family <> Domestic Church
We begin with ‘my story/my family’ and look at Domestic Church.  The Church honours the family with the title ‘domestic church’ because parents ‘by their word and example are the first teachers of faith with regard to their children (Lumen Gentium 11/ CCC1656).
Spring                Community <> Local Church
We explore the theme of local Church.  Here we look at the parish (where people gather together to celebrate and practice care and love for each other) and the diocese (the community of the Christian faithful).
Summer             World <> Universal Church.
We focus on universal Church.  Here we explore the worldwide community.  

Celebration in ritual <> Sacraments:						              The Sacrament themes occur once in each season and each theme gradually builds on the understanding of the previous theme.
Autumn              Belonging <> Baptism/Confirmation
We focus on ‘belonging’, born into Christ’s life.  At EY/KS1, the theme of Baptism introduces the understanding of being initiated into belonging to the Christian Church.  At KS2, the children learn about the Sacrament of Confirmation, whereby the baptized are enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit.  Older KS2 children may also explore the Sacraments of Ordination and Marriage.
Spring                 Relating <> Eucharist
We explore the Eucharist, ‘God’s love in our lives’.  This Sacrament is at the heart of Come and See.  
Summer              Inter-relating <> Reconciliation
We explore the sacrament of Reconciliation.  This is an opportunity to learn about the joy and challenge of relationships and God’s love and mercy celebrated in this sacrament.  At Upper KS2, children also learn about the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.

Way of life <> Christian living themes:
The Christian living themes occur in each season and each theme gradually builds on the understanding of the previous theme. 
Autumn               Loving <> Advent/Christmas
The Advent/Christmas theme considers the gift of God’s love in Jesus.  Our preparation for Christmas celebrates the wonderful gift of Jesus and offers the witness of loving as a way of life.
Spring                 Giving <> Lent/Easter
In this spring season, Lent and Easter are explored.  Children learn about the love Jesus has for humankind and how he offered his life and gave us an example of giving as a way of life.
Summer               Serving <> Pentecost
Here, the study of the Ascension and Pentecost completes the Easter story.  It shows the children how the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens the community and enables Christians to give witness.

Each theme is explored through a different topic in each year group.

The three autumn topics are developed in the light of an understanding of Creation (God - Father, creator).
The three spring topics are developed in the light of an understanding of Incarnation (God - Son).
The three summer topics are developed in the light of an understanding of Redemption and the work of the Holy Spirit (God – Holy Spirit).

Summarised overview from Come and See p15-17


 
* THE PROCESS -
KNOWLEDGE/UNDERSTANDING/SKILLS/ATTITUDES

“It is necessary, therefore, that Religious Education in schools be regarded as an academic discipline with the same systematic demands and the same rigour as other disciplines. It must present the Christian message and the Christian event with the same seriousness and the same depth with which other disciplines present their knowledge. However, it should not simply be regarded as one subject among many, but should be the key element in an inter-disciplinary dialogue. The presentation of the Christian message influences the way in which, for example, the origins of the world, the sense of history, the basis of ethical values, the function of religion in culture, the destiny of the human person, and our relationship with nature, are understood. Religious Education in schools underpins, activates, develops and completes the educational and catechetical activity of the whole school.”
Religious Education Curriculum Directory, p3-4

The process for delivering the topics in ‘Come and See’ has three stages – Explore, Reveal and Respond which enable pupils to develop knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes.  

Explore
Children are helped to look at and focus upon the experience within their own lives – concerning themselves, their relationships and their world.  
Explore will take one week of Religious Education time to complete.
Reveal
Reveal is the heart of the process.  Together, the teacher and children discover the Christian understanding of the mystery of the Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  They explore the mystery of human life as revealed in the person, life and gospel of Jesus Christ.  This part of the process involves learning about Scripture, the teaching of the Church, prayers, rites, psalms, hymns and other expressions of Christian faith and the lives of outstanding Christians.
Reveal will take two weeks of Religious Education time to complete.
Respond
The children respond by remembering and celebrating all that they have learnt.  This new understanding will enable them to make a personal response in their daily lives.  
Respond will take one week of Religious Education time to complete.

Summarised overview from Come and See p20-22


The process encompasses a variety of teaching and learning styles, which enable the needs of individual pupils to be met.

* THE APPROACH CHOSEN

At St. Patrick’s Primary School, our children are taught in single year group classes.  

Throughout Nursery and Reception, the process is divided into Whole class core inputs (teacher led), adult directed group activities and continuous provision activities (in line with learning across all areas of the foundation stage curriculum).
From Y1 – Y6, the structure within the Explore and Reveal sections comprises of:
Learning focus – the overall focus for the session
Content – key input to develop the learning focus
Some key questions – to encourage the children to wonder and reflect on what they have heard/seen and to share their own questions that may have arisen.
Suggested activities – to consolidate learning.  These need to be adapted to suit the differing needs/abilities/interests of the children.
The Respond structure is the same for all children from N – Y6.  It includes opportunity to:
Remember what they have learnt.
Rejoice and celebrate their new knowledge and understanding.
Renew – children make and individual response to their learning and consider how they may apply it in their daily lives.
Responses from the week are included in class ‘Respond’ portfolio.

Summarised overview from Come and See p25

* PLANNING

Long-term planning 
The senior management is responsible for:

· Ensuring that 10% of curriculum time is allocated to teaching of Religious Education
· Monitoring of timetables to ensure quality time for Religious Education

Medium-term planning 
The Religious Education Co-ordinator is responsible for:

· Allocating the starting date for each Theme
· Allocating the appropriate amount of time for each part of the process
· Allocating time for the exploration of another Faith (Judaism) or Religion (Islam, Hinduism or Sikhism); if it is being covered this term
· Hi-lighting significant feast days, relevant celebrations and global dimension e.g. CAFOD family fast day
· Indicating which formally assessed Theme will take place each term and then collating the assessment data and transferring it onto ‘whole school’ tracking 

Class teachers are responsible for:

· Ensuring they reflect on the theme pages 'Come and see for yourself' at the start of each topic (this can be done within teaching teams).

Short-term planning 
 Each class teacher is responsible for:

· Selecting appropriate activities to ensure the achievement of the learning focuses and overall learning outcome 
· Stating the days on which these activities are to take place 
· Indicating groupings to show how the differing needs and abilities of children are to be met
· Planning time for formal assessments as necessary
· Evaluating own teaching
· Hi-lighting the activities chosen for formal assessment of one topic per term      
· Following the school tracking procedures for information gathered during on-going assessment
· Completing the appropriate year group records at the end of each term
· Passing on assessment data to the Religious Education Co-ordinator

Differentiation – ‘
As with all other areas of the curriculum, the purpose of differentiation in Religious Education is:-
· To enable children to succeed in the set task or activity.
· To challenge children beyond their comfort zone of knowledge, understanding and skills.
· To enable children to recognise their achievements and celebrate these.

In ‘Come and See, differentiation is supported through clear learning outcomes at the start of each stage of a topic.  These clear outcomes are linked to the standards of attainment in Religious Education and a variety of activities can then be chosen which meet the differing needs and abilities of children.  Key ‘driver’ words are used to support differentiation.  The IEP’s of children on the Special Educational needs register will be referred to appropriately for activities in which children record, so that any additional support may be given.  SEN resources are available on the Come and See website to support individual needs.

* ASSESSMENT
Assessment of pupils’ work is a necessary part of the learning process.. Its purposes include:
· the affirmation of attainment and achievement, 
· the necessary recording and reporting of pupil progress, 
· helping the pupil to take the next step in learning;
Religious education curriculum directory p63

Assessment is focused by the overall aims and objectives of Religious Education.  

In our school it involves:
In ‘Come and See’, it is related to the concepts, skills and attitudes to be developed through the exploration of the themes and the learning outcomes for each topic. Assessment establishes what pupils know, understand and can do. It does not assess faith or the practice of faith. 
Assessment in ‘Come and See’ emphasises a wide range of achievement.
Regular assessment, individual pupil tracking and record keeping should e carried out in order to ensure pupil progress.  

It involves:-
· General observation of children engaged in classroom tasks and activities.
· Observation of contributions made to classroom displays.
· Review at end of task, lesson and topic.
· Children’s self assessment within lessons / topics
· Marking of more formal written work.
A record is kept of children achieving below or above expectations.
Expectations
In each topic, teachers are provided with descriptors of the standards of attainment that are to be covered.  This provides support for the tasks of differentiation, assessment, recording and reporting.
Formal assessments are recorded against the standards of attainment provided by the archdiocese.  These records are completed electronically using the whole school recording system.  This system also supports in the identification of targets for children / groups and the monitoring of progress.

Formal assessment 
Every pupil is assessed formally once a term, and a record is kept of children achieving above, below or at expectations, using the RE standards of attainment in Religious Education.  Topics to be assessed are directed by the archdiocese (see separate overview in appendix i).
	     
Standards of Attainment in Religious Education. 

In July 2018, the Catholic Education Service published a draft document entitled ‘Age-related Standards (3-19) in Religious Education’, which identifies expected standards for different age groups in school.
(See appendix ii)

* RECORDING
Recording provides evidence of achievement.  It takes many forms:-
· Moderation and evaluation of both planning and children’s work.
· Written comments on children’s work.
· Visual evidence from displays, photographs, celebrations and assemblies.

Formal records will also be kept to show each child’s attainment based upon the standards of attainment in Religious Education.
Each term, class teachers update the electronic RE record, taking into account performance in the formally assessed piece of work as well as during day to day RE lessons.


* REPORTING
In St. Patrick’s School, we report to parents in an annual written report at the end of the summer term.  Parents are also informed of progress and achievement at parent’s evenings in the Autumn and Spring terms	
 

* EVALUATION OF TEACHING
The school’s Monitoring and Evaluation procedure reviews and evaluates planning, learning objectives and learning outcomes.  Interviews with children, displays and children’s work are also considered.
At St. Patrick's, RE observations occur regularly as part of our observation cycle.


* EVALUATION OF LEARNING

Children have opportunities to evaluate their own learning in the Respond stage of each topic in the ‘Come and See’ scheme.  
At this stage of the teaching process, children are enabled to evaluate their own learning.  They first remember and celebrate all they have learnt and reflect on how this new understanding will enable them to make a personal response in their daily lives.   





* STAFF DEVELOPMENT

Staff development forms part of the School Development Plan.  RE features each year to monitor ongoing development.  In-service in the form of external Diocesan training is attended by the RE co-ordinator who then provides internal staff development for the whole school.  Other staff members are also asked to attend in-service training as and when appropriate.  
(see appendix iii for list of in-service over the last two years linked to RE, plus any plans for future RE in-service)


* STAFF INDUCTION

Induction of newly qualified staff would be within a team of teachers.  All new members of staff have opportunity to attend archdiocese training to support them in the planning and teaching of RE in our school.  This may be done through WCPSD training sessions.
(see appendix iv for induction overview)
 

* STAFF COMMUNICATION

All staff have weekly planning discussion in teams.
There are termly RE moderation meetings within school.
RE co-ordinator attends termly subject leader development meetings and shares information appropriately on return to school.


* RESOURCES – STAFF MEMBERS
Religious Education is taught by all staff in St. Patrick’s School.  A ‘Come and See’ book, at the appropriate level, is provided for each class, while books and other resources are held in a central resource area.


* RESOURCES – TEACHING

See appendix (v) for a list of resources available in school and where they are stored.



* RELATIONSHIP OF R.E. TO THE WHOLE CURRICULUM

St. Patrick’s school has a Collective Worship policy and a policy for spiritual moral and cultural development.
(Refer to appendix vi, vii)
 Links with parish, parents and local community include working alongside the parish to prepare children for celebration of the sacraments using the With You Always materials,  children’s assemblies and celebrations, special masses, celebrations – Easter assembly, Christmas celebrations, St. Patrick’s Day.  
At St Patricks we use a cross curricular approach to teaching non-core subjects.  This allows opportunity to enhance RE learning, where appropriate, across the curriculum.


* SELF EVALUATION DOCUMENT  (S.E.D)

The RE SED is reviewed annually by all staff.  Key priorities for improvement are then identified which lead to focused RE development.
See appendix for recent SED documents as well as key priorities for this year)
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* EVALUATION OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HANDBOOK
         
The RE handbook is regularly reviewed and developed as part of our policy review cycle.
As the RE handbook is reviewed, the RE policy, CW policy and Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural development policy is also reviewed.
