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St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School 

Parent Partnership Policy

 (Accepted Autumn Term 2018)
Mission Statement

St. Patrick’s is a Catholic School. We are a loving and happy community following Christ’s way, educating children and adults to develop their talents and share them for the good of others. Together with parents and carers, we are at the foundation of our children’s future.

At St Patrick’s we recognise the importance of and value parental involvement in the life of the school. Throughout this policy the term parent is used to refer to parents, guardians and carers. We believe that education is a collaborative enterprise involving amongst others, parents, staff and children. As a school we are therefore committed to establishing and maintaining an effective and purposeful working relationship between the school and home.

 “Parental involvement in a child’s education can be a more powerful force in learning than family background and parents’ education level, and contributes to no less than 10% of variation in achievement”. (DfES 1999)

 It is known that: -

· Parents/carers are the most important influence in a child’s life. Any educational initiative can only be fully effective if there is partnership between parents, children and providers

· Parents want their child to succeed

· Children need educational and emotional support if they are to succeed. Parents need to be able to provide this effectively

· Many parents have missed the opportunity of furthering their education and training

· Our school is a resource for the community it serves

Aims

· To develop good communication with parents and to fully inform them about what is happening in school

· To actively involve parents in the education and progress of their child

· To make good use of parents’ expertise and willingness to enhance their own learning and that of their child and other children and to actively involve them in school life

· To establish the views and opinions of parents of the school and act upon these

To develop good communication and fully inform parents about what is happening in school we will:

· Make letters, school prospectus and key policies “user friendly”, useful and informative.

· Inform parents of their child’s curriculum through the use of homework diaries, ‘learning logs’ and homework projects

· Hold a parent’s afternoon in the Autumn & Spring terms. 

· Hold Parents Meetings in the Summer Term for parents of new Reception children and Year 2 children.

· Provide help and advice where needed through our Children and Family Support Worker

· Ensure pupils have an induction day in the Summer Term to meet their new class teacher for the following year.

· Display key information, which is regularly updated, on the school website and the information screen in the main entrance as well as around school

· Communicate more urgent messages via text and the website

To actively involve parents in the education and progress of their child we will:

· Offer two parents afternoons for each year group each year

· Send annual reports at the end of each year
· Encourage parents of Nursery and Reception children to follow and contribute to their child’s learning journey, using online and paper methods

· Provide parent support meetings at key points throughout the year:

Autumn Term-literacy, numeracy and homework support. Spring Term- phonics support for Key Stage 1 parents

To make good use of parents’ expertise and willingness to enhance their own learning and that of their child and other children and to actively involve them in school life we will encourage parents to:
· Volunteer to support within classrooms and/or become parent governors.

· Attend school trips

· Attend unit ‘Stay and Pray’ sessions in school and class masses in church

· Attend school performances, events and celebrations

· Become involved in school projects

· Participate in Family and Adult Learning events organised by school

· Join or support school fundraising activities
· Use opportunities to have informal discussions with staff members
· Volunteer to support our new ‘developing’ PTA group

To establish the views and opinions of parents and act upon these we will:

· Hold an annual parental questionnaire and inform parents of the results

· Ask parents to evaluate key events in school

· Seek parental consultation on key issues in school

· Seek parental views and opinions through questionnaires, targeting: educational support, social and behavioural support and coffee mornings…
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