St. Patrick’s Catholic Primary School

Wigan.


Foundation Stage Policy 
     “What a wise and good parent would desire for their children that a nation must desire for all children.”
AIMS

Our aim is to provide a secure and happy environment, in which children will feel at ease and learn effectively.

At St. Patrick’s we believe that children learn through independent exploration of their environment.  To support, stimulate and structure this active learning approach we carefully plan teaching and provision which include:
· sensitive  interaction  and  caring  relationships,

· a  rich  structured  environment,

· a range  of  purposeful  and  enjoyable  experiences,

· small group  and  individual  activities,
· a balance teacher guided and child initiated activities.

Through independent, free and structured play and through the small group activities, each child develops confidence – socially, emotionally, physically and intellectually.

Children are provided with opportunities to engage in activities by playing and exploring. They are encouraged to find things out for themselves and be willing to ‘have a go.’ They are encouraged to be active learners; to maintain concentration, to keep on trying and to enjoy achieving what they set out to do. 

To ensure this development for all children in our care, we hold high expectations of children, which are not limited by stereotypical views about sex, class, cultural background or special educational needs.
CURRICULUM AND PLANNING

The Foundation Stage curriculum is based upon the Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage document (produced by Department of Education – The British Association for Early Childhood Education). The planning covers all Prime and Specific Areas of Learning.
Prime Areas
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Our aim is that each child develops positive relationships with others, can manage his/her own feelings and behaviour and is confident when trying new activities and when talking to others.
· Communication and Language  

Our aim is that the child is able to listen attentively in different situations and respond appropriately to what they hear, to instructions and to questions. Our aim is that each child can communicate effectively with others

· Physical Development

Our aim is that the child enjoys physical activities in the indoor and outdoor environment that encourage the development of fine and gross motor skills, and is beginning to understand about looking after themselves.

Specific Areas

· Literacy
 Our aim is that the child develops a love of books and writing. We aim for each child to be able to use their phonic knowledge and their knowledge of common words to read and write simple sentences.

·  Mathematics
Our aim is that the child has a developing sense of shape, pattern, number, order, position, size and quantity.  He/she is able to compute at an appropriate level, use early mathematical language and solve practical problems.

· Understanding the World

Our aim is that the child has a curiosity about the world around them, can ask questions, explore, observe closely, and give basic explanations and predictions.

· Expressive Arts and Design
Our aim is that the child has developed skills in art, music and other creative and imaginative activities, and has gained pleasure from learning and using such skills.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING

In the Foundation Stage each child has a record that tracks progress through Development Matters through to the Early Learning Goals for the end of the Foundation Stage.  
Nursery children are formally assessed using the British Picture Vocabulary Scale, which focuses on the child’s understanding of language. This assessment is carried out on entry, after 12 months, and at the end of their time in the Nursery if the child has attended for longer than 12 months. 
Progress in writing is assessed formally each term in Reception.    Planned teacher assessments and observations are completed on a regular basis. Incidental observations are also recorded to monitor progress and inform planning. Orbit Early Years is used to record on-going observations and assessments. The Reception children also have a formal statutory assessment at the end of the Foundation Stage. 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

We value family and community involvement and believe that parents, as their children’s first educators must be active partners in the continuing process of education.  We achieve this by…..

· shared  information  and  communication  (parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s learning journey using Orbit Early Years. In Reception the children have a WOW book to communicate between home and school).
· programmes  for  welcoming  new  children  and  their  parents,

· getting ready for school packs, homework activities, learning logs,
· parental  workshops,

· parent  helpers  in  school,

· shared  occasions,  (sports  day,  celebrations),
· parent’s afternoon,
· working with Parent Support Advisors,
· coffee mornings

· a suggestion box at the main entrance.

To create an effective transition from home to school we need to take into account previous experiences.  In order to do this we strive to initiate and develop good relationships with parents and carers so we can share valuable knowledge and information about the children.
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