[image: image1.png]HIGH ASPIRAT IONSHORALL



[image: image2.png]



[image: image3.png]




Saint Patrick’s Catholic Primary School

[image: image4.png]



At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School:

‘We arise today to learn, love and grow through Jesus.'


At St. Patrick’s, we recognise that the personal development of pupils, spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, contributes to their ability to learn and achieve. Within the ethos of the school, we therefore aim to provide an education that provides pupils with opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive, caring attitude towards other people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of the cultures.  Opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development are integrated throughout the curriculum.
Spiritual Education

Spiritual education involves:
· Developing a set of values, principles and beliefs which inform their perspective on life and their patterns of behaviour.

· Showing an awareness and understanding of their own and others’ beliefs.

· Showing a respect for themselves and others.

· Showing a sense of empathy with others, concern and compassion.

· Developing an ability to reflect and to learn from this reflection.

· Developing the ability to show courage in defence of their aims, values, principles and beliefs.

· Developing an appreciation of the intangible – beauty, truth, love, goodness, mystery, etc.
· Developing recognition that our insights, principles, beliefs, attitudes and values influence, inspire and guide us in life.
In order to help pupils to grow spiritually, we shall:

· Promote their self-esteem / self-worth / dignity by valuing and commending their achievements
· Helping them to reflect, question, ponder, discuss and exchange views about ‘deeper’ ideas.
· Engage their imaginations and feelings

· Help them to contemplate and to develop an appreciation of the mystery and beauty of life and the natural world

We shall know that pupils are developing spiritually through their:

· ability to reflect on personal experiences

· willingness to act on their beliefs in their own lives and through quality participation in Worship 

· ability to ask and ponder on the Big Questions of existence, life, and purpose in lessons

· capacity to value other people’s views, opinions, beliefs and feeling

· capacity for imagination, creativity and for accessing intangible values
Moral Education

Moral education involves:

· Developing the ability to distinguish right from wrong, based on knowledge of moral codes of their own and other cultures.

· Developing the ability to act consistently in accordance with their own principles.

· Developing the ability to think through consequences of their own and other’s actions.

· Developing the ability to make responsible and reasoned judgements on moral dilemmas.

· Showing a respect for others’ needs, interests and feelings, as well as their own.

In order to help pupils to grow morally, we shall teach:

· The importance of truth and honesty

· The importance of observing rules and undertaking responsibilities

· The importance of compassion and of tact

· The importance of affirming and protecting other people’s rights

· Respect for the environment – both at school and in the wider world.
We shall know that pupils are developing morally through their:

· ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to act on this understanding in their own lives

· ability to understand the impact of the consequences of their actions on themselves and on other people
· Showing interest in and awareness of moral issues and developing informed views about them
Social Education

Social education involves:

· Developing a sense of connectedness and belonging. 
· Developing an understanding of their individual and group identity.

· Learning about belonging to a wider community.

· Understanding the need to think about others, particularly those less fortunate.
In order to help pupils to develop socially, we shall:

· Encourage inclusion of all people of different backgrounds
· Provide opportunities for play, discussion, group work, and coming together as a school community

· Enable everyone to feel secure, confident and supported in the learning environment

· Encourage a spirit of co-operation and the ability to balance individual and collective needs

· Celebrate achievements 

· Develop children’s awareness of their links to the wider community

· Provide opportunities to participate in charitable activities.

We shall know that pupils are developing socially through their:

· Ability to cooperate with one another in class and in team activities

· Capacity to make contributions to the wider community
· Engagement in charitable/fundraising activities

· Capacity to know how to behave and act in different social contexts

· Awareness of and respect for diversity and different lifestyles

Cultural Education
Cultural Education involves:

· Developing an awareness of that which distinguishes one community from another. 
· Developing understanding of their own social and cultural environment 
· Developing awareness of the richness of cultural diversity in Britain
· Develop understanding of global diversity.

In order to help pupils to develop culturally, we shall:

· Provide opportunities for creativity, sport and aesthetic appreciation

· Encourage children to develop a love for language which is rich with a variety of works of literature, drama and film

· Develop an interest for the nation’s history (and Church history)
· Develop an interest in the cultures of the world and an acceptance of cultural differences within our own school community.
We shall know that pupils are developing culturally through their:

· understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage

· capacity to appreciate and draw meaning from, artistic, literary, musical, sporting, mathematical, technological, scientific and cultural opportunities

· interest in exploring, reaching out to, accepting, respecting different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups both in their immediate surroundings and in the wider community

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education at St. Patrick’s school is promoted and developed through the whole school ethos and curriculum, RE and Collective Worship times.  
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