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At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School:

‘We arise today to learn, love and grow through Jesus.'


The purpose and function of Prayer 

Prayer is a central and integral part of the school day at St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School. The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines prayer as ‘the raising up of the heart and mind to God’ which is done ‘by thinking of God; by adoring, praising and thanking Him and by begging Him of all blessings for soul and body’. To that end, children are taught in the initial weeks of the Early Years Foundation Stage and then throughout their time in the school to form and offer prayers. These prayers take various forms: thanksgiving, praise, petition and penance. Children are taught the importance of and how to form a healthy prayer life which helps to strengthen their Faith and understanding of God and His Church. 
Prayers and opportunities for Prayer at St Patricks
During their time at St Patricks, children are taught the following prayers:
· The Sign of the Cross;

· The Our Father;

· The Hail Mary;

· The Glory Be;

· The Act of Contrition;
· Eternal Rest 
· The Gloria;

· I confess;
· The Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Throughout our teaching of Come and See, and through regular Mass attendance throughout KS2, children also experience:

· The Creed
· Holy Michael, the Archangel.
Prayers of Grace, which are offered before lunch, are celebrated daily. It may be deemed important by the Class Teacher to offer prayers for occasions and needs as they arise. This could be in response to an event in the class, community or country. All prayers end with the imploration of the intercession of our Patron, Saint Patrick. 

In the first instance, children are taught to correctly make the Sign of the Cross. This is then followed gradually with the learning of aforementioned prayers. Children are taught that prayers are rooted in Sacred Scripture (for example, Jesus taught his disciples the Our Father in Luke 11: 1-3). This is supplemented and built upon in Religious Education lessons through the Come and See Scheme. 

In the month of March, children in Year 1-6 participate in a Patronal Feast Novena. These nine days of continuous prayer help to foster a sense of identity and belonging. In the months of May and October, opportunities are provided to recite the prayers of the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Decades of the different mysteries are offered for the intentions of those present, the Parish and the Holy Father.

Prayers are offered in several places throughout the grounds of the school and nearby Sacred places. These include class bays, Lucy’s Garden and St Patrick’s Catholic Church. Opportunities are given for personal prayer in Collective Worship and group recitation. Prayers are offered with the Parish community at the celebration of Holy Mass and with parents/carers at class Stay and Pray gatherings. Often, the offering of prayers is supported with the use of Focus Tables which are adorned with relevant items to encourage a prayerful, reflective atmosphere. 
Where possible, our Parish Priest - Father Ian O’Shea – helps to support the school, Catholic Life of the School Curriculum Team and class teachers to encourage the children and Parish family to maintain their healthy prayer life. 

Monitoring and review 

· This policy will be reviewed on an annual basis by the Catholic Life of the School Curriculum Team. 

· Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all teaching staff. 

Reviewed by the Catholic Life of the School Team 21.6.22
By J. Marshall and L.Tracey 

Reviewed by the Head Teacher Mrs Lisa Hobden 
Acknowledged by the Governing Body 

Chair of Governors: Miss Suzanne Ball 
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