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HARDYBUTTS








Telephone: 01942 244361

WIGAN, WN1 3RZ






 email: enquiries@admin.saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk
             Headteacher: Mrs L Hobden 

 11th June 2020
INFORMATION FOR RECEPTION PARENTS
Dear Parents/Carers

I would like to provide further information about schools plan to open for Reception children from Monday 15th June 2020. 
Yesterday we received further information from Professor Kate Ardern, Director of Public Health for Wigan Council, advising schools on the local situation and next steps (see attached letter).
“We have been carefully reviewing our position as a Council and in order to support the increase of numbers of children in schools and childcare settings, we needed to be confident of our local position against the government’s five tests set out on 19th April 2020. This is especially as the current national alert level as advised by the Joint Biosecurity Centre remains at 4 which means there continues to be “a high or rising level of transmission – enforced social distancing”.

Members of SAGE (Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies) and Independent SAGE and the Association of Directors of Public Health had advised caution and concern about the too rapid easing of lockdown and the increased risk of a second pandemic wave.  In considering this, we have also reviewed the most recent local position. It is important to note that:

All settings have continued to remain open for vulnerable children and the children of key workers as they have been since the start of the national lockdown.

With this in mind, we have reviewed our position and can now advise that, rather than set a further date which we feel would be unhelpful given that each school and setting is different, schools and childcare settings can now be in a position to determine, based on their risk assessments and individual circumstances whether they feel confident that they can safely open to more pupils and we will fully support them should they decide to widen opening.”

Firstly, I would like to reassure you that we have and continue to put measures in place to support social distancing and best practice for hygiene to make school as safe as possible following government and LA guidance. 

With all this in place we have made the decision to open the school to Reception children from Monday 15th June 2020. 

We look forward to welcoming our children back to school, but there have been changes made to adhere to government guidelines:

Social Distancing

Following government guidance, children will work in ‘bubbles’ of no more than 12 children (the maximum we can accommodate following the 2m distancing advice). Each bubble will work in one of the school buildings where each child will have their own individual desk. This may not be the same area of school that your child would normally work. Equally, to support staffing, teachers and teaching assistants have been redeployed to different year groups, therefore your child may not work with adults they would normally work with. 

Throughout the day, every effort will be made to ensure your child socially distances themselves, however we cannot guarantee that your child will not come into contact with other children as it will be extremely difficult to ‘fully’ social distance younger children, as reiterated by the government and department for education.

Morning Drop off

At the start of the day, you will be asked to line up and wait with your child at the main gate for your child’s year group (as detailed below). A member of staff (at the gate) will direct your child to their respective class teacher, where they will line up on the playground on a square, 2m distanced from other children. Once all children have arrived, they will wash their hands as they enter the school building. At key points of the day, children will again wash their hands to support best practice with hygiene. 

End of School Day Collection

At the end of the school day, children will line up on the playground with their respective teacher and wait to be called to the gate. As you arrive to collect your child, please inform the member of staff who you are here to collect and their names will be called. 

Please adhere to 2m social distancing at all times whilst awaiting collection or drop off. To aid this, 2m distance marks have been painted onto the pavement at each entrance.  We appreciate your patience and understanding at this time as these new measures will be time consuming. 
Drop off and collection times

At present, we are asking that parents drop off between 08:45 to 08:55 and collect at 15:10 to 15:15 prompt. This will be a time consuming process at first but hopefully will speed up as time goes on. As the number of children increase over the coming weeks, school may need to move to a staggered drop off and collection time. We will keep you informed of any changes.  

Designated Gates

Reception to Year 6 = Main gate (opposite St Patrick’s Church)

Nursery= Nursery gate

Lunch time arrangements

During lunch time, your child will eat their lunch at their individual table (not in the hall as this will be used as a teaching area). We ask that for children who bring a packed lunch to school, please provide disposable packaging as all items including the bag that the lunch is brought in (except waterbottles) will be disposed of. No lunch boxes are to be brought to school. For children who require a lunch made by Dolce (schools lunch providers), all lunches will, for the foreseeable future, be a packed lunch. No hot meals can be provided at this present time. All children are required to bring a waterbottle to school as there will be no water fountain facilities.     

Break time snack

Unfortunately toast and fruit will not be available for the foreseeable future. Therefore, we ask that you provide your child with a snack to be eaten at break time. A ‘tuckshop’ will not be available at present. 
Please can you ensure your child brings with them a water bottle which can either be thrown away or refilled at home each day. As no water fountains will be in use.
Uniform

In light of the new rules linked to hygiene, please can we ask that uniforms are washed daily to reduce the risk of the spread of infection. As of 2nd June all children attending school must wear school uniform.  

PE kits/Reading bag etc

Children are not to bring any other items in to school other than their lunch (in disposable packaging), a water bottle and a coat if required. No PE kits, reading bags, diaries are required at this time. 

Letters

To reduce the risk of infection being spread, all letters will be electronic for the foreseeable future. They will be saved/uploaded to the school website in the letter area of the parent section. 

Breakfast and Afterschool club

Unfortunately, due to the current circumstances, Breakfast and Afterschool club facilities will not be available for week beginning 15.6.2020. We are hoping to reopen from week beginning 22.6.2020. If you would be interested in a paid place for either/both, please can you let Mrs Glaze or Mr Worthington know by emailing Safe and Sound  SafeandSound@saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk . Please note places will be very limited due to social distancing measures. 
As soon as these facilities are available and we have more information about opening/closing times we will update you immediately. 

Parents/Visitors on site. 

Following government advice, parents/carers are not allowed on site as part of the daily drop off/collection of children. At St Patrick’s, we pride ourselves on having an open door policy for anyone wishing to discuss questions or concerns they may have. Unfortunately, to ensure the safety of children staff and parents/visitors, we are having to drastically reduce the number of face to face contact for the foreseeable future, therefore any questions/concerns must be raised by email through: enquiries@admin.saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk. Please help to minimise the number of telephone calls to school’s office as we are experiencing a high number of calls from other agencies at present. 

If you feel that your concern is serious enough to warrant a face to face meeting, this should be booked through the office. Teaching staff will not be available at the start or end of the day for general queries as they will be supporting the new drop off and collection process.   

Children showing signs of COVID19   

As directed by the government and the LA, any child showing symptoms of possible infection with COVID19 will be isolated immediately in a designated area of school. Parents/carers will be contacted and will be requested that the child is collected immediately. School will also be requesting that the child either stays at home for 14 days along with other family members self-isolating or that the child receive a COVID19 test. If a test is sought, we ask that parents report the findings of the test to school so that if it is positive, other children within the same ‘bubble’ can also be tested/self-isolate in an attempt to reduce the spread of the virus throughout school. If the test is negative for COVID19 then the child may return to school prior to the 14-day self-isolation period. Please understand that we are not medical professionals and will do our best to support with keeping your child in school, however if a child shows any of the signs, we must follow the guidance given to schools. At present, the guidance states that if a family member shows signs of infection with COVID19, children must self-isolate along with the other family members. Please adhere to this in order to support reducing the chance of spreading infection. Please notify school if your child is following self-isolation due to either them showing signs or a member of the family showing signs of infection with COVID19. 
Thank You 

I understand that there are significant changes being made to school at present as is the case with other schools nationwide. I appreciate that these changes may seem extreme but I would like to assure you that they have been made in the best interests of our children, staff and yourselves. As things change, we will endeavour to keep you informed. 

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone (children, parents and staff) who have contributed to school’s social media pages, sharing all the good work they have been doing at home. I hope to welcome everyone back to school as soon as this is possible and thank you for your continued patience and support in these very difficult times.

Yours sincerely,
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Training outstanding teachers of the future

www.wcpsd.org.uk



[image: image12.jpg]