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Telephone: 01942 244361

WIGAN, WN1 3RZ






 email: enquiries@admin.saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk
             Headteacher: Mrs L Hobden 

23rd March 2022
Dear Parent/Guardian

We have been asked to inform all families that Scarlet Fever is present in the local area, particularly in schools. To help with identifying the symptoms of scarlet fever and what to do if you have a suspected case in your household, please see the details below, provided by the local authority.
Scarlet fever is a contagious infection that mostly affects children. It's easily treated with antibiotics.

The first signs of scarlet fever can be flu-like symptoms, including a high temperature, a sore throat and swollen neck glands.
A rash appears 12 to 48 hours later. It looks like small, raised bumps and usually starts on the chest and tummy, then spreads. The rash makes your skin feel rough, like sandpaper. Some people develop what is known as a strawberry tongue, and this may be the first sign of infection.

Scarlet fever is very infectious and can easily spread to other people. Anyone suspected of having Scarlet Fever must:

· Seek further medical advice from their GP to confirm the diagnosis of scarlet fever – this condition cannot be self-diagnosed. 

· Be given a course of antibiotics by the GP. It is important that they complete the whole of the course, even if they appear to feel better.

· Not attend school for 24 hours from when they first start the course of antibiotics. Scarlet fever can spread to other people up to 6 days before any symptoms appear until 24 hours after you take the 1st dose of antibiotics

To reduce the chance of spreading Scarlet Fever:

· wash your hands often with soap and water

· use tissues to trap germs from coughs or sneezes

· bin used tissues as quickly as possible

· do not share cutlery, cups, towels, clothes, bedding or baths with anyone who has symptoms of scarlet fever. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 
Yours sincerely,
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Mrs Hobden    
          Headteacher 
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Training outstanding teachers of the future

www.wcpsd.org.uk
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