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      email: enquiries@admin.saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk
3rd March 2023

Dear Parent/Guardian,

We have been made aware of a number of incidents linked to children’s use of social media outside of school and wanted to remind parents about how to keep children safe at home.

Online safeguarding

We want to ensure the safe online experience of our children and prevent them from being exposed to dangerous areas of the internet both in and out of school. 

Net Aware (https://www.net-aware.org.uk/) provides guidance and advice to parents surrounding how to protect their children online, including understanding the risks that specific social media platforms pose. Charities such as the NSPCC also have excellent guidance for parents/carers on how to ensure their children are safe in the online world. 

We must be assertive and proactive in keeping children safe in an increasingly connected world. For this reason, it is vital that all parents/carers are aware of and understand current regulations and guidance. It may be useful to know the following age restrictions for having social media accounts:
· Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, YouTube, TikTok – 13 years old 

· WhatsApp – 16 years old 

Despite the age restrictions, the vast majority of social media sites do not ask for proof of age; therefore, it is important that you are aware of whether your child is accessing any of these social media platforms. 

We are committed to teaching children about e-safety as part of the school’s curriculum. Children learn how to keep themselves safe online throughout the year, across all phases of school (at an age-appropriate level).

What we ask from home

We have to work together as a community to protect the safety and wellbeing of our children. Therefore, we ask you to:

· Be aware of your children’s use of social media.

· Be aware of the age requirements for social media platforms and sites – is it above the age of your child/children? Are these sites and their content appropriate for your child/children to be using?

· Familiarise yourself with parent/carer guidance for online safety (available on such websites as nspcc.org.uk or net-aware.org.uk)

· Urge children, as we will, to follow the e-safety learning they undertake in school to keep themselves and others safe. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued support.
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Mrs L Hobden

Head Teacher
